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EUSEBIO KINO'S MAP of the Gulf of California, parts of Sonora and the
~ Colorado and Gila rivers was drawn from observations made by him in the years
1698 to 1701. The observation that the Gulf of California terminated at the mouth of the
Colorado River and that California was attached to the mainland ended the myth of
"California as an Island" (maps 9, 10).
Kino's map is a compendium of information. The configurations and latitudes of the
major geographical features are essentially correct. Missions founded by Jesuits and Kino
are located. The names of the Indian peoples are given and a large number of Indian
villages are located. San Xavier Del Bac (5. Francois Xavier du Bac on the map) was a large
village and in time became the site of the famous mission. San Cosme del Tucson (5.
Cosme on the map) gave its name to the modern city of Tucson.
Eusebio Francisco Kino was an educated Italian Tyrolese who became a Jesuit priest
after university study under several cartographers. Arriving in Mexico in 1683, Kino
joined a mission-establishing voyage to Baja California. Early missions proved unsuc
cessful but Kino crossed the peninsula along the river St. Thomas, shown on the map, to
the Pacific. Here he found cold water blue abalone proving to be of later significance.
Kino was then assigned to Sonora in northwest Mexico. There he established missions as
far north as present-day Arizona.
At the time of Kino's assignment to Sonora, he was a firm believer in the insularity
of California and had drawn maps showing this. In 1699, while at the Gila River, the
natives gave him blue abalone shells that could have come only from the Pacific. This
suggested to him that California was not an island. His later expeditions sought to
confirm this. In 1701, at the confluence of the Gila and Colorado Rivers, he viewed the
continuous mountains to the west and convinced himself that California was attached to
the mainland.
In 1701 Kino sent a report to Mexico City including a map of his observations. A
copy found its way to Europe where it was published in Paris in 1705.
Kino was highly respected by the native peoples he befriended. His bones are still
venerated in the town of Magdelena, Sonora, Mexico.
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Passage par terre I A la Californie I Decouvert par Ie Rev. Pere = I Eusebe-Francois Kino Jesuite I
depuis 1698 jusqu'a 1701 Iou l'on voit encore les Nouvelles I Missions des PP. de la Compage. de
Jesus [Engraved, 23.5 x 20.8 cm. Published in Lettres Edifiantes et Curieuses, V. Recueil. A Paris,
1705 and Memoires de Trevoux, Paris, 1705.1
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Map courtesy of Glen McLaughlin.

ASSAGE PAR TERRE

A LA

CALIFORNIE

IJec01w,wt- f"ir' Ie R,>/I,Perc:

Eusebe-Francois Kino Je.ruik
~erliU 1698./u'Jll :(-17 01
Ott

1 nll

AA lS S i 0

VOlt
11 S

~n~ore Ie'S Nouvt>l1es

Je.r PP ;.J{, /.1

((~IIIlJ.l~'~ .Ii' J,'.ttl.!

Cutp<1.nes

o

cop a s S . R,,~_,p;re
S.

•

FnlllNJI,f

0
0

/./o,U;'rcc,I

'- f. L(~NIS

l..r.X'TI'I;'~·

A,

d,· Bf~lltnd(,

,f;A
--A

~~

..~;atft';' i'drc._~/~hi/.

p.wrJe lhl~' ::1111 ft'
!.

Echtes

PI)/~h eAfclf(ln

\.: r;.,.//",l,<,..,:",.

•

~1\\i!rllf'll'"

.It· RIll'tll'"
J.,e Eu /.,/'-,·

S (~Vlll;!
,

.-".lnuit

